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NATIONAL HOSPITAL CHAIRMAN, DAV AUXILIARY, 
HONOR GUEST CARVILLE PARTY 


Mrs. Johnwick. The National Hospital Chair- 
man the DAVA was welcomed of- 
ficial guest. She had informal discussions 
with Johnwick and with T.H. Rickman, 
Director Community Activities. Mr. 
Rickman took Mrs. Green tour the 
and grounds. 


Wherever she goes, and she goes ev- 
erywhere, well, practically everywhere 
the the national hospital chair- 
man the Disabled American Veterans 
Auxiliary, Mrs. Florence Green Kala- 
mazoo, Michigan, tells the story Car- 
ville. She has been doing this almost 
from the time she was appointed her 
present responsible position, years 
ago, and during those years she has made 
several trips Carville get first hand 
information. “Interest the Carville 
hospital DAVA Units throughout 
the country growing and women ask 
many questions about the place. 
finding that some answers 
are becoming vague, here for 
refresher course,” Mrs. Green said 
her latest visit Carville, February 21- 
22. Florence Green got her “refresher 
course” and she was the honor guest 
Washington’s birthday party and ball 
here, sponsored her organization. 

Auxiliary Unit, but veterans hospital- 
ized here belong Capital City Chapter 
No. Baton Rouge, and some the 
ladies belong its Auxiliary. was the 
presence veterans this hospital 
which prompted DAVA interest Car- 
ville, but their interest has been extend- 
the entire patient body, though 


naturally they are still partial the 
vets. 


never really bothered the DAVA 
which organization sponsored 
ular project; they thought the project 
worthwhile, they helped with it, finan- 
cially and otherwise. this way, Mrs. 
Green has stimulated DAVA Units 
contribute the Gas Fund (this 
fund which enables the Legion station 
wagon take patients Sunday 
drives) and the Stamp Fund 
vide stamps and stationary for needy 
patients), both projects the local 
Spann Unit the American Legion 
Auxiliary. 

happy coincidence, Mrs. Green 
1957 


DAV and DAVA visitors 


r.) Juanita Bauer, Marie DeRouen, Ester Dupre, Harry Dupre, Beulah Dom- 
ingue, Irma Dore, John Domingue, Eleanor Ranson, Lionel Dore, Florence Green, Pearl 
Lucas, Elise Surgi, Bertha Lanoux, Perry Lucas, Irma Griffatta, Mary Kief and Olivia 


Dupuy. 


arrived the day the ALA Unit met 
and was invited attend their meet- 
ing. fact, she won the attendance 
prize. was special prize, described 
one the ladies perfectly gor- 
geous white stole.” think this was 
fix, girls, but fix not, was nice 
thing happen. 


with the dance local vets decorated 
the spacious ballroom red, white and 
blue theme, with large picture General 
Washington over the bandstand. Baton 
Rouge orchestra played for dancing until 
almost midnight. 


Mrs. Green met with the veterans, 
ALA members, heads patients’ organ- 
izations, and the morning 
February 22. She was looking for ideas 
how the DAVA could better serve 
this hospital. doubt she bargained 
getting many ideas were pro- 
posed everything from prizes for the 
coming Jolly Social Club fair air- 
conditioning the theater, less. the 
latter proposal, Mrs. Green noted that 
while her organization could not under- 
take such project, they could, 


through their legislative branch 
powers that that this should done. 


Washington’s Birthday Party 


r.) Beth Ahern, Patsy Morgan, 
Joanne Holuska and Coco Lardner. The 
Sweetettes (above), four pretty coeds from 
Louisiana State University, played, sang and 
danced the delight the patients and 
guests the Washington’s Birthday Party. 
Other numbers the entertaining floor 
show were Ramona Bersuder, impersonator, 
and Sara O’Neil, monologist, New Orleans; 
talented group from Southern University, 
Baton Rouge, featured quartette under the 
direction Dr. J.F. Ashford, and square 
dance mambo the University Dance En- 
semble, directed Miss Gwendolyn Byron; 
Landry, Jr., the Landry Dance Studio, 
Baton Rouge, and Miss Ann Hamilton, 
did exciting adagio. Miss Hamilton was 
seen clever baton-twirling act. 


Mrs. Green was the house guest 
Chaplain and Mrs. Carl Elder, and 
the Elders brought her the Washing- 
ton’s Birthday party. She was wearing 
her new white stole over smart black 
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National Hospital Chairman DAVA 
(Cont’d from Page 


sheath dinner dress and looked particu- 
larly attractive. Mrs. Green was the hon- 
first time the history the hospital 
that have had celebration ob- 
serve the birthday our 
dent, and the first time the DAV Aux- 
iliary has sponsored party here all 
its own, although they have co-spon- 
sored many other affairs. 

The Washington’s Birthday party and 
ball was the idea Mrs. Perry Lucas, 
Baton Rouge, State Hospital Chairman 
for the DAVA. Mrs. Lucas was assisted 
entertaining Mrs. O.E. Bauer, Jr., 
Rouge, Carville Hospital Chair- 
man and Commander Capital City 
Unit No. About 200 patients came 
the party and enjoyed dancing, 
floor show, and refreshments punch 
and sandwiches. The ladies were given 
camellia corsages. 


What surprise! After greeting the pa- 
tients and Mrs. Green presented the 
hospital with Crosley television set, gift 
the national DAV Auxiliary, the Depart- 
ment Michigan and the East Detroit Unit 
107, for the use the patients. accepting 
the gift, Dr. Johnwick expressed his plea- 
sure having Mrs. Green guest. 
praised DAVA for its continued interest 
Carville. 


For many years, the National 


through Mrs Green, has sent personalized 
Christmas gifts veterans and others here. 
This past year they included the ALA mem- 
bers. the patients were happy have 
the opportunity present gift Mrs. 
Green, beautiful magnolia ceramic plate 
embossed with her name. Mrs. Lucas and 
Mrs. Griffatta also presented Mrs. Green 
with gifts from their units. 


DAV and DAVA State leaders from 
New Orleans, Lafayette and Baton 
Rouge attended the party. They includ- 
Mrs. Eleanor Ransom, La. Dept. 
DAVA Comdr.; Mrs. Marie DeRouen, 
Dept. Adjutant; Mrs. Bertha Lanoux, 
Senior Vice-Comdr.; Mrs. Olivia Dupuy, 
Junior Vice-Comdr.; Mrs. Irma Griffat- 
ta, Comdr-at-Large; Mrs. Elise Sergi, 


Lal 


Comdr. Aux. No. and Mrs. Mary 
Kief, Past Comdr. Aux. No. all 
New Orleans; Harry Dupre, La. 
Dept. Comdr., DAV, and Mrs. Dupre, 
Comdr. Aux. No. John Domingue, 
Chapter No. and Mrs. Domingue, 
State Exec. Committeewoman, DAVA; 
and Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Done, all 
Lafayette; Perry Lucas, Capital City 
Chapter No. and other guests from 
Baton Rouge. 
* 

noted with interest and apprecia- 
tion letter the “When Readers 
Speak” column the Baton Rouge 
Morning Advocate, February 27. 
letter, signed the Guests,” des- 
cribed the DAVA party here and con- 
cluded, “Parties this kind help not 
only the patients who surely welcome 
contacts but the guests who 
are made stronger seeing the courage 
and enthusiasm exhibited these pa- 
tients all ages, races and nationalities. 
those you who know nothing 
about our Public Health Service 
tal Carville, surely would help- 
ful you visit there, but you 
not, you will subscribe THE 
STAR, their publication, will give 
you valuable information about the pa- 
tients, their activities, and true picture 
Hansen’s (That was nice 
plug and are happy about it. —Ed). 


The Department Massachusetts, 
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary, 
through their Department 
Mrs. Mae Baldwin Peabody has 
sent THE STAR five Admiral table 
radios. THE STAR endeavors pro- 
vide radios for the use patients who 
would enjoy them, but can not afford 
purchase one. also keep them 
working order. 

The women the DAVA Massa- 
chusetts have done many 
for Carville over the years, but those 
patients who are enjoying the new ra- 
dios feel that this the nicest gift all. 

* 


The beautiful Easter lilies seen the 
Catholic and Protestant Chapels and 
the Club Lounge are the gifts the 
National Disabled American Veterans 
through Florence Green, na- 
tional chairman. The gift Easter 
i¢s has been annual one from these 
fine women the DAVA. 

* * 

“Good luck always from Mrs. E.O. 
Bauer, Commander Capitol City 
Chapter No. DAV Auxiliary Baton 
Rouge.” This the notation each 
one the King Size Automatic Bin- 
playing cards which Mrs. Bauer re- 
cently gave this hospital. The local B.L. 
Spann Unit, American Legion Auxiliary 
had previously donated 100 cards. 

Bingo one the most popular 
local indoor sports. There big game 
going the recreation hall about 
once week, and many the patients’ 
organizations sponsor Bingo 
funds for their activities 


CORONET CARRIES STORY 
CARVILLE GRAD 


Johnny Harmon, Carville, Cum 
Laude, the title story Paul 
Burton Coronet for April 1957. 
Except for the obnoxious reference 

first rate story, done sympathet- 
ically, and full warm human 

terest material. recommend 
our readers, 


Carville Guest Fund Started 


Wtih donation $500 received 
from the National Headquarters the 
American Legion Auxiliary, Indian- 
polis, Indiana, fund being set 
effective April 1957, known 
the “Carville Guest Fund.” This fund 
will used for the benefit families 
relatives who visit patients this 
hospital and are unable pay for meals 
lodging travel. 

This worthy new project was brought 
the attention the National Pres- 
ident the ALA, Mrs. Car] Zeller, when 
she visited Carville January. 


The fund will administered 
staff members, designated the Med- 
ical Officer Charge, and the Local 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 185 
will act custodian. 

Additional contributions this fund 
should made payable the “Carville 
Guest Fund” and will turned over 
the MOC the American Legion Aux- 
iliary Unit 188, whatever the source. 


* * * 


Chaplain Elder Accredited 


Chaplain Carl Elder, our resident 
Chaplain, attended meet- 
ing the American Protestant 
Chaplains Association Chicago, Feb- 
26-29. that time received 
certificate accreditation Profes- 
sional Hospital Chaplain for which 
meeting the standards 
that organization, Earlier the year 
Chaplain Elder was accredited 
Kesident Hospital Chaplain the Di- 
vision Institutional Chaplains the 
National Missions, Presbyter- 
ian Church, U.S.A. 


* * a 


and STAR Join ILA 


invitation, the Patients’ 
tion and THE STAR have enrolled 
sustaining members the International 
leprosy Association. spokesman for 
the ILA commented, “This sets fine 
example.” After all there one 
much interested promoting knowledge 


those who are suffering from 
disease. 
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Medical Social Oins Staff 


Willard 


the field medical social service, 
said that women outnumber men 
three one, and has worked out that 
way here. Carville has had three women 
serve that position. Our new medi- 
cal social worker Mr. Willard Cannon 
who reported for duty February 18. 
Mr. Cannon came from Oteen, 
Carolina, where held the same posi- 
tion Veterans Administration Hos- 
pital for three years. 

Mr. Cannon was born and reared 
Boston, but has the friendly, inform- 
personality characteristic the Old 
South, probably acquired during his 


Carville 


Friday, March some eight mem- 


bers Carville’s advisory committee 


Music and Dramatic Arts Therapy and 
four other interested persons visited the 
State Hospital Pineville, La. ob- 
serve Music Therapist and Music 
Therapy program action. Miss Carol 
Marsh, Marsh Hall, with much less 
equipment than that already available 
Carville, has full-scale Music Thera- 
program flourishing. 


entered Marsh Hall saw 
very attractively decorated ‘barn-of-a 
room’ the basement old dormi- 
tory. The walls were painted lively col- 
ors. The rooms were 
fully with comfortable chairs, tables and 
lamps. the tables there were bowls 
candies and other ‘goodies’. did 
not take long learn that there was 
coffee room complete with hot plates 
and ‘all the makings’ for general use. 
Just one look around bewitched 
and also, dismayed us. This huge 
divided off into areas was pleas- 
ing the eye until made note 
the solid concrete walls, raw concrete 
floors and hard, wood ceilings. This 
was very bad room for music the 
sounds were horrible! 

But, sound good bad, there was 
music and therapy. There, one area 
was self-service record library; an- 
other, complete puppet theater (with 
patient-made puppets and stage) an- 
other area, choral room; and yet 
another, cubicles with pianos for indi- 


1957 


undergraduate days the University 
Alabama, Tuscaloosa. was the 
service from 1943-1948, and 
tioned Korea for months the 
Station Hospital, just outside 
Seoul. was staff sergeant and most 
his work was the Medical Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Cannon took his medical social 
service work Tulane University, New 
Orleans, graduating 1953 and going 
directly Oteen. recalls that dur- 
ing his senior year Tulane, tour 
Carville was announced but could 
not make because was working 
nights the American Red Cross Blood 
Center. Other members the class 
brought back such interesting accounts 
their visit that made his mind 
that he, too, would see Carville. The 
opportunity came one day when and 
his wife were visiting Baton Rouge. 
their way home they drove down 
this way, looking for the place. They 
drove around and around and asked 
number people how find the hos- 
pital but one seemed know, and 
there were road signs. Finally they 
gave and returned New Orleans, 


disappointed. 

One day, Oteen, Mr. Cannon was 
going through some papers and maga- 
zines and came across copy THE 
STAR. That re-kindled his interest and 
immediately subscribed the paper, 
and has continued it. 


Mr. Cannon visited Carville early 
February. had heard that the posi- 
tion medical social worker was open 
and came look over the place and, 
assume, looked over. are 
glad was not overlooked because our 
interview with Mr. Cannon left with 
the impression that will thor- 
oughly competent job here, where such 
needed. Mr. Cannon’s own first impres- 
sions Carville center the patients. 

“They are friendly and 
said. “My goal will gain the 
patients’ trust and confidence, and hope 
that they will bring their problems 
whatever they are.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Cannon and their three 
boys, Stephen 10, David and Mark 
are living the station. Mrs. Cannon 
from Alabama, and was formerly 
school teacher. 


Committee Goes Afield for Ideas 


vidual practice. There was closet for 
storage band instruments. one 
area was completely separate 
neighboring area, but each served def- 
inite function the program. 

Miss Marsh very young, very hos- 
pitable and very concientious person 
who knows what music can for peo- 
ple, how make the music work for 
therapy, and how evaluate and im- 
prove her program. view the lack 
acoustical treatment the room and 
the activities saw was obvious that 
Miss Marsh not striving for Music 
for art’s sake, but truly music form 
ing meet with society through music.” 
She guiding her patients down the 
road creativeness and social partici- 
pation two ways life all but lost 
Carville. 

the choral room she had 
voice choral group practicing num- 
bers for coming hospital function; 
then, another area, seven-piece or- 
chestra trying out new tunes and tempos, 
for they are the ‘official’ hospital dance 
band; and again, another area, 
young, university music major keeping 
his mind and his fingers nimble the 
piano with Gershwin’s Rhapsody 
Blue. All this going one time— 
one large room! 

All this, with the visitors from 
Carville, the fellow patients 
conversations and discussions about each 
phase the program. The din was 


terrific, but was pleasant, progres- 
sive, therapeutic din. People who had 
formerly remained quiet and withdrawn, 
sullen and tormented, and sad and for- 
gotten were now learning meet with 
society through music; they were learn- 
ing associate with their 
tients and with outsiders; and, they were 
learning understand themselves 
the process. 


Yes, the acoustic qualities the room 
were terrible, but Miss Marsh and her 
Pineville are not all dis- 
tracted this minor factor. They are 
looking forward the days the near 
future when Marsh Hall will moved 
into new and modern building. 

such program can survive and 
progress under such 
this one has, must worth while. 
the hospital administration 
found this program God 
send adjunctive therapy because 
new building house the Music Thera- 
program under construction. 

Lennes Talbot 

Sec’y. Carville Advisory Commit- 
tee Music and Dramatic Arts 
Therapy 


Subscribers—Notice 

The number behind your address each 
issue your expiration date renewing, 
you send along that part the back cover 
makes locating your stencil easy. 
sure make checks money orders pay- 
able THE STAR mail them directly 
the publication Pt. Clair Branch, Car- 
ville, Louisiana. 
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WHO Continues Ignore Resolution Terminology Adopted 


The Fifth International Congress 
Leprosy, meeting Havana 1948, 
adopted resolution that “the use the 
name ‘leprosy’ should retained 
the scientific designation for the dis- 
ease,” but was unanimously agreed 
“That the use the term ‘leper’ 
designation the patient with 
abandoned and the person suffering 
from the disease designated ‘leprosy 
The Committee which drew 
this resolution was composed dis- 
tinguished medical men from different 
parts the world, under the chairman- 
ship Mr. Perry Burgess, President 
the Leonard Wood Memorial. 

About month before the Congress 
met, Mr. Burgess polled 
scientists and other workers this spe- 
cial field throughout the world 
their personal feelings terminology. 
Practically all who responded were 
favor getting rid the word 
for the patient, and 
large number recorded their wish 
the medical application the 
word “leprosy.” But the Congress it- 
self the progressives were outnumbered 
the old-guard traditionalists and 
compromise was effected. 

Five years later, the Sixth Inter- 
national Congress, meeting Madrid 
(1953), the question terminology 
was again raised. The matter was re- 
ferred the Committee Social As- 
pects, under the chairmanship Mr. 
burgess, and the Congress reaffirmed 
the Havana Resolution. 


understand that terminology was 
also discussed the Fourth Congress 
(Cairo 1938) and some the delegates 
then voiced their objection the use 
the word but formal re- 
resolution was adopted. However, 
record that terminology came 
for serious discussion far back 
1931. that year most important 
international conference leprosy was 
held under the auspices the Leonard 
Wood Memorial Manila, Philip- 
pines, result this conference the 
International 
ciation was formed. From memo- 
randum Dr. Cochrane, emin- 
ent British authority this disease and 
secretary this conference, 
matter some importance was the 
decision endeavor eliminate the 
word ‘leper’ writings and conversation 
regarding the disease. the word ‘lep- 
er’ carries with definite social stigma, 
should, far possible, avoided 
and ‘cases leprosy’ ‘sufferers lep- 
rosy’ substituted.” 

The International Congresses Lep- 
rosy, held every five years, are co-spon- 
sored the governments the count- 
ries which they take place and 
the International Leprosy Association. 


International Congresses 


Neither the Congresses, nor the ILA, 
have the means implementing resolu- 
tions adopted the Congresses, except 
Journal Leprosy and very few 
small journals devoted exclusively 
this subject. Each Congress, have 
been told, single event, with 
continuing organization any kind, ard 
the ILA has publicity propaganda 
mechanism whatever. Nevertheless, 
paragraph the Havana Congress re- 
solution stated the Congress take 
appropriate action order have 
these conclusions communicated the 
scientific journals and the 

the Havana Congress resolution did 
nothing else, gave THE STAR 
talking point,” and one 
the officials the ILA has said that 
have “exploited this fully.” admit 
it. Since 1948, have printed and 
distributed thousands and thousands 
copies the Havana Resolution and, 
regular readers know, the question 
terminology discussed almost every 
issue THE STAR. 

What brings now the attitude 
The latest example WHO’s policy 
terminology seen the January-Feb- 
ruary 1957 issue World Health, Vol. 
10, No. published Divi- 
sion Public Information, replace 
WHO The lead article 
World Health, our keen disappoint- 
ment, was titled Hope for 
have quarrel with the article it- 
but object the odious term- 
inology. World published 
and French, and Spanish and 
Portuguese, and this connection 
should noted that one paragraph 
the Havana Congress Resolution reads, 
“That the use any term, whatever 
language, which designates ‘person 
suffering from leprosy’ and which un- 
pleasant associations are attached, 
should discouraged.” 

World Health’s article stated “lepers 
are more and more seeking medical aid” 
and that progress can now 
made against the disease, largely 
because growing confidence the 
new anti-leprosy drugs.” These “new 
drugs,” the sulfones, are world-wide 
use today mainly because the work 
the late Dr. Faget, the pioneer 
sulfone therapist and former Medical 
wonder would have any effect 
editorial policy terminology 
they knew that Dr. Faget considered 
the use the word “leper” designate 
the patient “an undeserved insult.” 
speaking its use, Dr. Faget once 
observed, “It must feel like slap the 
face every time they are called that 


wonder, too, WHO aware 
that the word “leper” banned 
publications the Public Health Ser- 
vice and publications the American 
Medical Association, and Madras, 
India, the government has issued 
against the use the 
“leper” official documents. 

But have called all this 
attention before when they have 
used the odious word reports and 
surveys, but they persist its use, 
ignoring the resolutions the Inter- 
national Congresses. 

While World Health intended tor 
“non-technical readers,” cannot 
understand why that when WHO 
publishes articles about so-called leprosy, 
technical non-technical, they not 
consult WHO’s Expert Committee 
Leprosy. There seems complete 
lack cooperation, even indifference, 
the part WHO. Members WHO’s 
Expert Committee hold key positions 
the International Leprosy Association. 

WHO specialized agency the 
United Nations. The charter stresses 
“the dignity and worth the human 
person.” brand man name 
which imbedded the language 
synonym for outcast, and the ultimate 
human degradation, not only destroys 
his and worth” but throws 
powerful psychological barrier mod- 
ern medical concepts the disease from 
which suffers. 


One would expect WHO among 
the first honor the resolution adopted 
body, and WHO should use its powerful 
influence set good example for 
others. Instead, their policy 
logy sets very bad example. 

WHO really believes “the digni- 
they would lose time taking over 
the job implementing the Havana 
Congress Resolution. They have the 
means through their Division 
Public Information, Geneva, and the 
Public Information Officer the 
New York, and probably through 
publications their Regional Offices, 
such the Pan-American Sanitary 
Bureau, Washington. 


International Congress Next Year 


The date and location The Sev- 
enth International Congress Leprel- 
ogy has finally been set. According 
announcement Leprosy Review, 
1957), the quarterly publica- 
tion the British Empire Leprosy Re- 
lief Association, the Congress will 
held New Delhi, India, during the 
week beginning December 1958. The 
International Congresses convene once 
every five years. 
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Rehabilitation for Patients 
Madras 

program rehabilitation for 
patients Madras, India, has been set 
ing their organization New Life Agen- 
cies. THE STAR has had considerable 
information this project, which had 
its beginning almost year ago, from 
our correspondent India, Mr. Des- 
ikan. hoped have central place 
operations but until then the patients 
are working their own homes, making 
leather goods, all which are for sale. 

The projects had its inception re- 
habilitation work being done the 
famous orthopedic surgeon, Dr. Paul 
Brand the Vellore Mission Hos- 
pital, where the patients make puzzles, 
toys, etc. The NLA will also market the 
toys. 

The American Consul, Mr. Edward 
Ingraham, and Mrs. Ingraham have 
been greatly interested the rehabili- 
tation project and Mr. Desikan high 
his praise their cooperation. 

Mr. Desikan writes enthusiastically 
the work Mrs. Ingraham and two 
other American women “Pammal 
eprosy They work the clinic 
where 400 out-patients are treated 
regularly. 

Patients Demonstrate Against 
Prejudice 

Associated Press dispatch from 
Georgetown, British Guiana (Feb. 
i957) reported that patients 
Mahaica settlement, the east 
coast, demonstrated against strike 
the hospital personnel because dis- 
charged patient had been employed 
the hospital. long line placard bear- 
ing patients paraded through the nearby 
Mahaica Village, causing residents 
rush indoors. Medical authorities stated 
that the former patient who was given 
job the hospital staff was cured 
the disease. 

This prejudice its ugliest form, 
prebably prompted ulterior motives. 
Hospitals treating Hansen’s disease 
all parts the world should set the ex- 
ample for employment discharged pa- 
tients, the same basis any other 
employee, provided, course, that the 
Otherwise, how can the public 
expected accept and employ the DP? 
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New Clinic Tainan 


impressive ceremony marked the 
formal opening the Tainan Special 
Skin Clinic, Tainan, Taiwan (Formo- 
sa), February 1957. Miss Ruth 
Duncan, R.N., missionary from 
illo, Texas, charge the clinic. 
devoted exclusively treating patients 
with Hansen’s disease, and please note 
that the word “leprosy” does not appear 
the name the clinic. 

met Miss Duncan when she spent 
week Carville last summer and 
are indebted her for this informa- 
tion. The clinic actually opened for 
business December 18, 1956, with 
patients reporting for treatment. (Thev 
give DDS, the parent sulfone.) The day 
the formal opening they had pat- 
ients. Dr. Neal Frazer the Hay Ling 
Chau settlement, Hong Kong, who 
visited Tainan recently, predicted that 
the clinic would have 300 patients 
very short time. There estimated 
Formosa, the majority the south 
where Tainan located. 

the formal opening, about 
guests gathered together the reception 
room the clinic. Dr. Si, Taiwanese 
woman physician who helps with the 
work the clinic, gave the welcome 
address. Dr. went Hong Kong 
study the Hay Ling Chau settle- 
ment. address was also given Dr. 
Chen, Superintendent the 
Provincial Government Lo-Seng (HD) 
hospital Taipei. Dr. Chen leader 
the program Formosa, and 
was very cooperative the establish- 
ment the Tainan clinic. 

Dr. Liu, Superintendent the 
Tainan Provincial Hospital, spoke. 
has been greatly interested the open- 
ing the clinic. Dr. Liu the President 
the Tainan Chapter the Inter- 
national Rotary Club which presented 
the Clinic with beautiful wall clock. 

Dr. Liu, Director public 
Health, Tainan, was one the speakers. 
Dr. Liu was very helpful getting the 
work the clinic started. The building 
they are using belongs the Public 
Health Service. The officials not only 
gave permission for the use the build- 
ing but helped defray the expense 
repairing it. Miss Duncan 
wrote, “when express our apprecia- 
tion Dr. Liu, replies, ‘But for 
our people.’ Dr. Liu not Christian 
himself, but the opening, his 
age, said that thanked the God 
the Christians who had sent missionaries 

from Kaohsiung, and member the 
soard Directors the Taiwan Relief 
Association with whom the clinic co- 
operating, represented the Association 
the absence the president, Dr. 
MacMillan, and read very 


splendid message from Dr. MacMillan. 

“Our opening day registration 
may not seem like very large number,” 
Miss Duncan said. “But because the 
stigma attached the disease, many 
the patients, perhaps should say, 
the relatives the patients, would 
rather that the patient stay hidden 
the home and die, rather than come 
out for treatment. feel that 
real victory for each new one who comes. 
now have one patient, young man 
years age who had not been 
outside little back room his home 
for years. entered this home with 
the idols and incense burning the 
front room. Than were led right 
back the very back room the house, 
and there was this young man, sitting 
straw matting the floor. His 
face was full despair, disappointment 
and hopelessness, but brightened 
told him hope. now joyfully 
comes regularly our Clinic.” 

Though she too modest claim 
credit, think the opening the 
Clinic was “real for Miss 
Duncan, too. know that she worked 
tirelessly its behalf and ran into 
unexpected opposition almost the 
minute. The doctors the Chinese 
Air Force Hospital objected the Clinic 
the patients their way the 
Clinic had pass the Chinese Air 
Force Hospital the same public road, 
although the Hospital surrounded 
high “It was just the name that 
frightened them,” Miss Duncan wrote. 
Dr. Chen intervened. contacted the 
Air Force officials. There was some 
frank talk and the difficulty was 
smoothed out. Miss Duncan’s report 
concluded encouraging note, “We 
are starting our educational program,” 
she said. “We have had several excellent 
articles about and about our clinic 
the largest Chinese newspaper.” 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 


very helpful our work re- 
ceive renewals prior expiration. Your 
date beside your name 
each issue. 


A, 
2 1 \ 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 


When was admitted this hospital 
years ago, found the patients had 
two orchestras going full blast and one 
them, “The Seven Hot Rocks,” was 
really very good. Only few years before, 
the patients had had their brass band 
with resident bandmaster the 
pay roll. was succeeded 
instructor who made weekly trips 
here supervise band practice and 
instructor’s services were discontinued, 
over strong protests from the patients, 
the band gradually fell apart. The storv 
goes that many the patients were dis- 
satisfied with the meals then prepared 
colored woman cook recruited from 
the neighborhood, the administration 
engaged New Orleans hotel chef. The 
budget was short and more money was 
needed pay the chef than had been 
pald the colored cook. make the 
deficit, they took the money that had 
been paid the band instructor pay 
the new chef. Old, very old-timers main- 
tain that the patients protested saying 
they would rather put with the cook 
the neighborhood and keep the 
music instructor. But knowing Carville’s 
love good food well prepared, and 
plenty it, this story has apocryphal 

Sister Laura Stricker, Carville’s 
pharmacist, who has been here for 
vears, goes the credit for keeping alive 
patients’ interest music. Sister Laura 
given piano lessons some pa- 
tients her off-duty hours and she has 
been and the guiding spirit behind the 
atural Club which sponsors and 
produces the annual Nativity Play and 
usually other musical programs during 
the year. 

organized and directed Little 
Theater group here 1931 and func- 
tioned successfully for several years. 
gave creditable perform- 
ances three-act plays which attracted 
state-wide attention. The 
written “Little Theaters the 
South” magazine. The magazine folded 
shortly thereafter connection 
have always ferventiy hoped. 


have just much music and 
dramatic talent among the patients to- 
day, perhaps more, than had those 
carly years, and certainly the patients are 
now better health than they were 
the pre-sulfone era. Then, too, there 
facilities yesteryear’s old barn that 
passed for recreation building and to- 
day’s beautiful and 
Nevertheless, the patients’ music and 
dramatic activities have been stand- 
still except for Sister Laura’s work. But 
the renaissance seems hand. 

Dr. Johnwick personally interested 
the arts and was impressed with 
the patients’ interest music, in- 
terest which lacked direction get the 
most out it, that one the first things 
did was encourage the formation 
Advisory Committee Music and 
Dramatic Arts. Both staff and patients 
serve this Committee. The Advisory 
Committee has already demonstrated 
that not going just showcase 
committee but that actually means 
one the Committee’s most recent 
business. Note the secretary’s report 
activities (page 3). 

one might expect, there certain 
amount skepticism hereabouts 
the value music therapy and dramatic 
arts Carville patients. But the Coni- 
mittee has not gone 
They have made careful study the 
subject and conducted several surveys. 
Spokesman for the Committee, Chair- 
man Dr. Conrad Herr, points out: 

“Music Therapy designed offer 
the following benefits our patients. 

Increased benefits from reconstruc- 
tive surgery hands the handicapped 
patients, 

Assist our patients making better 
adjustment the disease, Carville 
and society through modified mental 
health education, 

Education music for those inter- 
ested learning play instrument 
well. 

“Dramatic Arts Therapy designed 
offer these things our patients. 


Better social adjustment through 
increased social contact and acceptance, 

On-the-job training the 
for those who participate both 
onstage 

* * * 
Monopoly 

Carville has corner carnivai 
munities, fact, the carnival staged 
the patients the Palo Seco Hos- 
pital the Canal Zone puts ours the 
shade. They carry for weeks and 
wind with four days frolicking. 
What the magic ingredient they have 
their promin and diasone? 
are not conditioned for such goings-cn. 
tried that here, some would 
have ask the fish move over 
“Burial the fish” signifies the end 
the carnival season—an old Spanish 
custom. 

THE STAR indebeted Mr. 
Rios, vice-president the Palo Seco 
Patients’ Carnival Committee, 
formation “Carnival Palo Seco,” 
reported page 13. news story the 
Panama Star and Herald was mine 
information, regret that not 
have the space publish the guest lis*. 
reads like Who’s Who 
Wonder one the New Orleans 
Mardi Gras queens and her court will 
ever visit Carville and why not. 


Major Hornbostel Dies 


Carville friends were saddened the 
death Majer Hans George Horn- 
bostel, 76, April St. Albans 
Naval Hosital, Queens, New York. This 
news reached were going 
press and cannot cover fully 
this issue. Major survived 
his widow, Gertrude 
bostel, who was patient this 
three years (1946-49), and twe 
daughters and son. 
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Wives Big League Players Tour 


Tours points interest near Baton 
Rouge for wives big league baseball 
players who were for the 
Baseball Clinic included trip 
down the Old River Road Carville 
the afternoon February The 
group was escorted tour this 
hospital Mr. Thomas Rickman, 
Director Community Activities, 


following which they were the honor (Detroit Mrs. Dave Fer- 
guests tea the home Mr. Red Sox), Mrs. Wayne 
Mrs. Rickman. Mrs. Rickman was as- Causey (Baltimore Orioles), and Mrs. 
sisted Mrs. Rolla Wolcott, and Mrs. Norman Zauchin (Boston Red Sox). 
William Mengret, Society Editor the are Mrs. 
Baton Rouge State Times drove Phillies), Mr. Rickman, 
for the party. Pictured the event Mrs, Albert Kaline (Detriot Tigers) 
(seated): Mrs. Rickman, Mrs. Grady and Mrs. Joe Adcock (Milwaukee 
(Cincinnati Reds), Mrs. 


were possible for the great mass 
the general public visit Carviile 
whom hold vague notions and 
traditional misconceptions about 
called leprosy, feel confident that 
old fears, prejudices and superstitions 
would wiped away. Almost unan- 
people coming here for the 
time are most impressed with the 
between their former ideas 
and what they see. For this 
visiting should welcomed and ei- 
couraged Carville, and definitely is, 
that are under new and progres- 
sive management. result more and 
more visitors are passing through our 
gates. Doctors and nurses come, 
clergymen, and there are missionaries 
from many lands. General visitors tour 
the hospital daily. Some the 
sional people stay for several days 
week. But long short visits, one feels 
certain that most our visitors have 
the best interest the patients heart. 

Carville callers and 
March included many interesting 
people. cannot mention all, 
not even know who all them were, but 
here are some met and others 
about. 

Dr. Hopwood, Senior Medical 
Officer the Labor Dept., and Mrs. 
Hopwood, Kampala, Uganda; 


Shindel, York Pa.; Mrs. Elleroy 
Smith, Omaha, Nebraska, retired 
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China; Lt. Tennis Wick, 
Coast Guard, and Mrs. Wick, Bostoa, 
Mass., and party, Mrs. 
and Mrs. Thomas Lobrano, Sr., New 
Orleans, and Mr. Ursin Leche, Port- 
smouth, Va. For Mrs. Dardenne and 
Mrs. Wick, the tour this hospital was 
sentimental journey. Mrs. Dardenne 
was born the plantation mansion, 
now the Administration Bldg., when the 
site this hospital was rice farm, then 
the home her father, Douglas Leche 
New Orleans, between 1874 and 1884. 
Mrs. Wick’s father was also born the 
mansion and she said that she had heard 
stories about this place all her life. 

Dr. and Mrs. Pokier Ehleman, 
Nazareth, Ethiopia; Mr. Midyett, 
laboratory technician, Kenton, Tenn., 
missionary Assam, India; Dr. 
Hult, Tanganyika, Africa; Dr. Kallio, 
famed orthopedic surgeon 
Dr. Stassart and his wife, 
who also physician, from the Bel- 
gian Congo; Col. Ahmad, Surgeon 
General, East Pakistan; Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Shrek, Grand Rapids, Mich.; 
Y., enroute the Philippines serve 
patients; Fr. Raphael MacDonald, state-wide meeting 
Elizebeth Monastery Therapists was held this hospital 
Denver Colo.; Dr. John Tenny, February 16. The group was welcomed 
Wayne University, and Mrs. Tenny, Dr. Johnwick. They toured the hos- 
Detroit, Mich.; Mrs. Marion Mill Pre- and visited Carville’s 
minger, New York, who lecture department. 


tour the for the Albert Schweit- 
ver Hospital Fund, which she founded. 
story about Mrs. Preminger and her 
work will appear the next issue 
‘THE STAR. Dr. Arnold 
Mass. General Hospital, Boston; Dr. 
Wickman, Chief Outpatient 
Div. Hospitals, PHS, Wash., C.; 
Elizabeth Bridgman, Canadian 
medical missionary furlough the 
from Angola, Africa; Miss Hazel 
Davis, N., and Miss Mabel Wernack, 
teacher, Los Angeles, Calif., Assemblies 
God missionaries route Liberia, 

Among groups touring the hospital 
were nursing students from North- 
western State College, Natchitoches, La.; 
Physical Therapy students 
Charity Hospital, New Orleans; ten 
Sisters the Holy Cross, New Orleans; 
and large group Home Demon- 
stration leaders from the Lafayette, 
area; The Louisiana Dermatological 
Society, meeting New Orleans, includ- 
ing dermatologists from and out 
the State, made field trip this 
hospital March 


The B-Natural Music Club chose nursery 
rhyme theme for their entry, “The Old 
Woman Who Lived Shoe.” Dolls all 
descriptions and sizes adorned the float. 


The local Spann Post 188 the 
American Legion had float representing 
Miss Liberity. 


The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 188 
supplemented the Post’s patriotic theme 
with their float, representing Betsy Ross 


creating the first Stars and fer the 
Continental Army. 


“Carnival matter spirit, feel- 
ing. can escape you even while 
standing the midst half-million 
carousers Rex, Lord Misrule, 
reigns supreme the big one New 
Orleans. can completely captivate 
you you stand the covered corridors 
this shut-away world the Pub- 
lic Heath Service Hospital here and 
watch the Krewe Carvillians caper 
through their annual parade.” Evident- 
ly, ace-newsman Clinton was “cap- 
tivated,” for that what wrote 
reporting the event for his paper, the 
Baton Rouge State Times (March 
1957) 

Dr. Edgar Medical 
Officer Charge, headed the large 
staff and hospital personnel 
who, along with one hundred guests 
from Baton Rouge and nearby com- 
munities, made the cheering crowd 
which joined the patients applaud 
Carville’s 1957 Mardi Gras celebration 
the evening March was Dr. 
Johnwick’s first carnival here 
too, was completely captivated. kept 
saying, “wonderful, wonderful.” 

Festivities opened with the traditional 
carnival parade, procession artisti- 
cally decorated floats, all planned and 
executed the patients themselves. 
Preceded scooter cops and headed 
the Grand Marshall Fred love 
parade” Smith, the parade wound its 
way around the covered walks the 
the recreation building 
where the king and queen awaited them. 
The line march also included drum 
corps with fluttering cap-pompoms, de- 
corated wheelchairs and bicycles, and 
many maskers, Little Red Riding Hood, 
Aunt Jemima, Satan, clowns and other 
fanciful characters. 

The presentation the court fol- 
lowed the pomp and pattern Mardi 
Gras. The King Carnival was Jess 
Mitchell, Californian, and the queen 
was Miss Juliet Rivers Texas. 
Vivacious Queen Juliet made 
ing picture patio-length frock 
snowy chiffon, fashioned along smart 
lines, with close-fitting smocked bodice 
accented with pearls. From her shoul- 
ders hung handsome mantle white 
satin richly embroidered with sequins. 
rhinestone encrusted crown and scep- 
tre completed the regal ensemble. The 
duchesses wore stunning bouffant gowns 
and carried bouquets gladioli. Lady 
Mary was red, Lady Victoria white, 
Lady Helen coral and Lady Hilda 
pink. The queen’s maid-in-waiting Lady 
Claudia, wore de-lustred pink taffeta 
frock. 

The duchesses entered the arms 
their dukes and the king was flanked 
guards blue satin costumes, com- 
plete glittering court scene. Appro- 
priately, the Chairman the Patients 


“Here’s you, Sweet Juliet, loveliest 
Fair Lady’ all dreams.” said King 
Queen Juliet. The Royal Court beamed its 
the bubble water. 


Regally robed, 
for-a-day Jess Mitchell, 
court jester, rode proudly 


Brightly colored 
ballroom, gaily 
green, purple and 


Mr. Robert Hollinger, 
Officer, and Mr. 
Asst., General Counsel, Dep 
ucation and Welfare, Were 
1-3, negotiate with pati 
tages, 


iest Mardi Gras queens, you are the ‘My 
King Jess, drinking Champagne toast 
its approval and they all partook 


monarch, king- 
attended his 
proudly the parade. 


floated over the 


carnival colors 
and 


Hollinger, Legislative Legal 
and Mr. Homer Siegel, 
Dept. Health, Ed- 
fare, Were Carville April 
with patients owning cot- 


With Gaiety 


Federation, Darryl Broussard, acted 
High Mayor and doubled brass 
Master Ceremonies, greeting the 


Court and presenting the royal party 
the assemblage. 


Weeks hard work went into pre- 
parations for the carnival with 
Boudreaux, Patients Federation 
tainment Chairman, and Fred Smith, 
veteran carnival-ier, the mainsprings 
fully except for one disappointment. 
Baton Rouge orchestra sent here, cour- 
tesy the Musicians Union Transcrip- 
tion arrived “too little and too 
late.” The orchestra held the parade 
for hour more and then dwindled 
from expected seven pieces three 
—the alibi: “we got lost the way.” 
They must have also lost their “music.” 
The background music for the court 
ceremonies was anything but effective 
and the sound they made for music was 
conglomeration cacophony. But 
even this musical mishap did not let 
down the high spirits the carnival 
revelers for was truly the night 


Carville that “Care forgot.” 
* * * 


Cited 


The Daughters Charity, Sisters 
St. Vincent Paul, have been presented 
with award citation for their faith- 
service extending over period 
years, nurses and other duties 
here Carville. The presentation 
the Secertary Health, Education and 
Welfare was made ceremonies 
Washington April 11. The Order was 
represented Sister Alphonsa Aucoin, 
Nurses this hospital and 
Sister Teresa Kelly, former director. 

The Sisters came Carville 1896 
when this hospital was state institu- 
tion. Their work then was gratui- 
tious basis. When Uncle Sam took over 
the hospital 1921, the Sisters remain- 
ed, and along with other employees, 
were put the government payroil. 
However, their services have always been 
above and beyond the call duty, and 
the recognition which has come them 
merited. 

Edward Stanley Baton Rouge, 
former employee this hospital, was 


also given citation. “Eddie” 


was duty Carville for years, 
serving the ‘capacity chief electri- 
cian, chief engineer, and from 1943 until 
his retirement last year, was super- 
intendent buildings and mainten- 
ance. 


lovely Puerto Rican senora rode the 
Patients Federation float which had for its 
background “sunrise,” symbolic the new 
hope pervading this hospital. 


The float entered the Point Clair Lions 
Club was designed around the Lions’ 
“We Serve.” was attractively done the 
Club’s colors, purple and gold. 


The Sun-Dodgers Carnival Krewe float 
represented “Davy Crockett and Friends,” 
the “friends” ranged from whooping Indian 
braves Zulu warriors. The Sun-Dodgers 
presented Queen Juilet with gorgeous 


can anything you can 
bragged one the local swains his 
“Except sew,” retorted the 
lady, and seemingly she was solid 
ground. Both the swain and the lady 
had recently completed course eight 
weekly instructions sewing held for 
patients here the Singer Sewing 
Machine Company New Orleans. 
This was the second series such 
classes sponsored the Singer Company 
here. indication the interest 
displayed the patients learning 
how sew, sixteen patients, twelve 
women and four men, completed the re- 
cent course. The women made dresses 
end the men tried their hand making 
sport shirts, but said Mrs. Naomi Duhy, 
instructor, boys were bit clumsy 
they did very well but they are not 
adept sewing the girls.” number 
the students, about eight, became 
enthusiastic about their new knowledge 
that they brought sewing 
Singer, course. The classes concluded 


Sewing Bee 


Sewing Class Action 


with session which Thibodaux 
and Mrs. Lois Phillips the Singer 
Company gave instructions the use 
attachments and the general care 


sewing machine. The instructors all 
they really anticipated their weekly trips 
Carville and they enjoyed working 
with the patients. 


Carville Fans Meet Baseball Stars 


the conversational ball around and answering questions galore are big leaguers 
(second from left), Pete Runnels, Frank Thomas, Norman Zauchin, Frank House and 
Doc Wendler. Recreationai Supervisor Bob Michael extreme left and Rickman, 
Director Community Activities, right. 


Nowhere are there more avid and 
enthusiastic baseball fans than among 
the patients this hospital and they 
turned out full force for exciting 
session the hotstove league Feb- 
ruary when Wendler, Brooklyn 
Dodgers’ trainer, brought four major 
ieague stars Carville. They were Pete 
Runnels, Washington 
stop; Frank Thomas, Pittsburgh Pirates 
outfielder; Norman Zauchin, Boston 
Red Sox first baseman and Frank House. 
Detroit Tigers catcher. 
related some their unusual expe- 
riences and answered volley ques- 
tions fired them local fans. Doc 


Wendler gave highlights the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers’ visit Japan. The major 
leaguers were the deep South take 
part the annual Baton Rouge Kids 
Baseball Clinic. big fat thank you 
Carville’s good friend, Doc Wendler, for 
the side trip Carville. The 
“Doc” has been looking after our inter- 
ests this way since 1951 and among the 
many big leaguers has brought 
are baseball hall famers Mel Ott and 
Ted Lyons, and Ted Kluzewski, home- 
run hitter, Cincinnati Reds; Schoolboy 
Row Detroit coach; Kailine, Ameri- 
can league batting champ, and others. 


1957 Softball Season Opens 


The patients’ softball team, the Point 
Clair Indians, walloped Blue Jay’s Blue 
Jays, the opening game the season, 
April score Staff doctors and 
team, captained the hospital’s head 
painter, colorful “Blue Warthen. 
far can remember, this the 
first time the history the hospital 
such group has ever played the pa- 
tients. Dr. Johnwick tossed out the 
first ball and was caught 
Rickman, Jr., Community Activities 
Director. 

The Indians are being coached 
Dean Currier the Physical Therapy 
Dept. Mr. Currier Majored physical 
college and under his direction, the 
should really bring home some 
scalps. They plan enter league com- 
petition. All games will played here 
“under the lights.” 

* * * 


Conversion 


The long talked about conversion 
the electric power this from 
direct alternating current now 
accomplished fact. The first was 
turned here March 11. Not all but 
most areas the hospital are AC. 
The cottage area will remain DC. 
furnished the hospital Gulf State 
Utilities. The “conversion” was done 
the Lake Charles Electric Company, cost 
$452,000. The work going since 
was superintended Mr. A.B. 
Dewey. General Services Administration 
was represented here Mr. Gilbert 
Whitaker the Dallas office, looking 
after PHS interest. 
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State Leader Forty and Eight Calls Carville 


Visit “Inspiration” 


The Grand Chef and his party, Frank Nesom, Carl Elder, Sam Orchard, Carlisle 


Richard and Jimmy Neese. Voyageur Neese the Chef Gare Baton Rouge Voiture 
340, and Carville’s Carl Elder also State Chaplain for the 


“Glad see you,” said the smiling 
Grand Chef Gare (State Command- 
er) the Louisiana Sam Or- 
chard Monroe, La., shook hands 
all around with local 8ers, patients 
this hospital, his visit here, March 
28. Grand Chef Orchard’s visit Car- 
ville was another evidence the interest 
the honor society The Ameri- 
can Legion, has maintained the pa- 
tients this hospitai through the years. 

The warmth Sam 
sonality, his friendliness and sincerity, 
set the tone for the afternoon and even- 
ing’s events his honor. The Chef was 
met the airport Baton Rouge 
Sers and whisked Carville where 
and his party were welcomed tho 
Medical Officer Charge, Dr. John- 
wick. 

Officers the local Voiture the 
had the privilege being installed 
Chef Orchard. The installation 
whose chairman Frank Nesom 
Baton Rouge. This handles 
the generous cash gift provided 
entertainment for Carville patients, such 
the barbecue Veterans Day. 
are some big plans cooking. 

Grand Chef Orchard’s visit was cli- 
maxed supper party the recrea- 
tion hall which all veterans 
here, and their ladies, were invited. 
The Affair was also attended mem- 
bers the local Unit The America:: 
Legion Auxiliary and their 
roast duck box-dinner, prepared 
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well known Baton Rouge caterer, was 
treat. speeches were 
and sweet, the visitors preferring 
mingle and chat informally, first with 
group and then another 
derie. 


Grand Chef Sam Orchard (right) and Joe 
Martinez, Chef Gare Carville Voiture 
“Grande Chef were Stanley Stein, Chef 
Train; Carpenter, Correspondant; and the 
Rev. Carl Elder, Amonier Chaplain. 


the local Chef Orchard said, 
don’t know any visit that ever 
enjoyed more during term Grand 
Chef, did trip Carville. was 


Oscar Winner John Farrow 
Receive 1957 Damien- Dutton 
Award 


The Board Governors the 
Society has announced the 
selection John Farrow, 
motion picture director, writer and 
ducer, and author Damien, the Leper, 
jor the 1957 Damien Dutton Award. 

Dedicated the purpose aiding 
patients with Hansen’s disease all over 
the world, the society presents the 
Award” yearly per- 


son who has made outstanding con- 
tribution either through scientific, liter- 
ary, educational humanitarian 
achievement toward the conquest 
the eradication fear and mis-un- 
derstanding connected with the disease. 
Previous winners have been Stanley 
Stein, Editor THE STAR, 
zine published patients Carville, 
Mr. Stein Jew. Rev. Joseph 
Sweeney, M.M., founder the Gate 
Heaven Leprosarium China and now 
working Korea with 
Sister Marie Suzanne, Marist 
Missionary Sister who now conducts 
research institute France Sister Su- 
zanne discovered new organism and 
produced vaccine and antigen for 
the prevention and treatment 
and Dr. Perry Burgess, former Metho- 
dist minister, author Who Walk Alone 
and Born Those Years, and president 
the Leonard Wood Memorial con- 
ducting research HD. 


Mr. Farrow wrote the biography 
Damien 1937. Since that time the 
book has been translated into twelve 
languages. currently its twenty- 
edition the United States, its 
eleventh England and its seventh 
Sweden and has earned status 
perennial best seller. 


Farrow won the Catholic Literary 
Prize and Doctorate Laws from the 
University Loyola Los Angeles for 
his book The Pageant the Popes. 

Farrow recently won the Screen Writ 
ers Guild Award and Oscar from the 
Academy Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences for the best written comedy 
“Around the World Days” 
which and James Poe and Perel- 
man collaborated. 

The “Damien-Dutton Award” be- 
ing presented Farrow recognition 
his literary writings which have in- 
spired many follow the footsteps 
Damien, devoting their lives caring 
ior the patients with HD. 

Mr. Farrow will shortly, when 
allow, accept the 
the annual luncheon the Society 
held New Brunswick, the 
International Headquarters the 
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Easter Music Carville 
Churches 


High Mass Easter Sunday the 
Catholic Chapel, with Father Abbot 


Francis celebrant, will com- 
mence with the processional, 
CHRISTUS RESURREXIT Ravan- 
ello. The mixed choir patients and 
Sisters will render the Proper the 
Mass four parts Tozer with the 
Gregorian Sequence, VICTIMAE 
PASCHALI (The Paschal Victim) The 
Ordinary the Mass will 
MASS The offertory will the 
joyful JUBILATE DEO three parts. 
The will Kreckel’s 
VICTORIA! four parts. EASTER 
CHIMES, brillant postlude for the 
organ, will close the morning service. 


Sister Laura Stricker the organist. 
* * * 


Chaplain Carl Elder has an- 
nounced that Holy Week will observ- 
the Protestant Chapel beginning 
Palm Sunday April 14. The choir the 
Gonzales Baptist Church will present 
their Easter Cantata the afternoon 
Palm Sunday. Maundy Thursday, 
April 18, the Lord’s Supper will cele- 
brated and Good Friday the tradi- 
tional afternoon service will held. 
the Easter morning service The Chapel 
Choir, under the direction Mrs. Roger 
Horn Baton Rouge, will sing “Holy 
Art Thou” Handel. There will 
solo Mrs. Beatrice Blue, patient. 


Musical Events 


Miss Billie Worthington, pianist, and 
Mr. Forest McFatridge, violinist, were 
heard concert here the afternoon 
March 16. 

Mr. Stanley Trogen, pianist, gave 
program here March 31, sponsored 
the Lions Club. Mr. Trogen’s selections 
included Beethoven, Brahms, Debussy 
and Chopin. These young artists are 
the Graduate Shool Music Louisi- 
ana State University, Baton Rouge, and 
the programs they presented here are the 
same ones they will offer LSU 
qualify for their Master’s degree. Music 
lovers this hospital, and there are 
among the patients, staff and per- 
sonnel, were enthusiastic test audi- 
ence. 

The Esso Men’s and Women’s 
uses from Baton Rouge who annually 
give concert here, delighted large 
Carville audience April 


“Very good” was the unanimous 
opinion Carville audience which 
thoroughly enjoyed variety show pre- 
sented here April large group 
young people from Kenner, La., under 
the direction Ronald Evans and 
Dick Dapp. 


Story N.O. States Features 
“Our Friend Irma” 


Mrs. Griffatta telephone operator 
employed the City New Orleans Dock 
Board. She shown here her switch- 


“She’s ‘my friend’ 320 patients 
the Public Health Service Hospital, 
Carville, every day the year, and 
Mardi Gras she has even greater claim 
the New Orleans States, March 1957, 
giving well-deserved credit Mrs. Irma 
Griffatta for her work and interest 
this hospital. 

Carville already had its own carnival 
parade, with floats 
with king and queen, when Irma enter- 
the picture. She became the first 
Captain the Krewe and introduced 
some the gracious formalities, tradi- 
tional with New Orleans carnival balls. 

Court costumes here had always been 
home made until Irma took hand. She 
inserted ads New Orleans newspapers, 
urging carnival organizations 
“You should have seen the response,” she 
told the States reporter. “Several organ- 
izations offered donate costumes and 
have been doing ever since.” The 
green satin costumes worn 
the dukes this year’s Mardi Gras 
celebrations were sent Mrs. Griffatta, 
gift the Krewe Babylon. 

Mrs. Griffatta does not confine her 
work Carville Mardi Gras activi- 
ties. “It all started over nine years ago.” 
she recalled, Disabled Amer- 
ican Veterans Auxiliary meeting, the Na- 
tional Hospital Chairman, Mrs. Florence 
Green, spoke the needs the Car- 
ville Mrs. Griffatta has been 
very frequent visitor ever since and does 
many things for the patients, from shop- 
ping New Orleans cooking full 
course dinner for groups and bringing 
all here bus. 

Mrs. Griffatta said, “I’m constantly 
receiving letters from former patients 
living all parts the United States, 
and not one comes New Orleans 
without stopping home.” 


“Yes, Have Bananas” 


With apologies Eddie Cantor, 
have most anything else corn, 
peanuts, string beans, tomatoes, okra, 
peppers, parsley, onions, garlic, 
squash. Having satisfied your palate, 
offer for your aesthetic pleasure 
Chrysanthemums, Roses, Gladiolas, 
Gardenias, Orchids, Carnations, Easter 
Lilies, Dahlias, Azaleas and Camellias. 

The above way reminding you 
that here Carville are number 
devoted garden enthusiasts. Something 
new? No, have some “green thumbs” 
who have pursued this hobby for years. 

Interest this spring has been heighten- 
johnwick, Medical Officer Charge. 
Garden enthusiasts met with Dr. John- 
wick, Miss Hazel Donalson, 
Therapy; Mr. Paul Keis- 
ler, Manual Arts Therapy; and 
Rickman Director Community 
Activities, discuss future plans. Action 
was the keynote and things have begun 
stir. Dr. Peevy, Chief Soil An- 
alyst, from Louisiana State 
has completed his study and has present- 
recommendations 
fertilization certain garden Dr. 
Reich, charge Landscape De- 
sign Louisiana State University, has 
visited here and studied the present lay- 
out. now preparing suggested 
long term landscape plan for the entire 
hospital area. anticipated that 
each year one step the plan will 
initiated. Mr. Keisler has supervised the 
construction our first “Cold 
unit, and more will forthcoming. 
number additional garden imple- 
ments will purchased supplement 
those presently available. 

Our Garden Club has enjoyed the out- 
side support number seed, nurs- 
ery and garden devotees for number 
years. This, plus the accelerated 
local interest, should result 
gram that will add beauty and dignity 
increase our sum knowledge and 
certainly resulting 
strengthen our morale. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Hurwitz participate the 
carnival Palo Seco. Mrs. Hurwitz shown 
wearing her gorgeous montuna. Mrs. Hur- 
witz, the former Aida Castro, daughter 
prominent Panamanian family, came 
Palo Seco bride from her home Pana- 
City 1928 and has worked side 
side with her husband, Dr. Ezra Hurwitz, 
Medical Superintendent, ever since. The 
Hurwitzes are greatly beloved and respected 
their patients whom they are devoted. 


Palo Seco Hospital, Balboa, Ca- 
nal Zone, operated our Canal Zone 
cooperation with the 
Republic Panama. The patient en- 
1ollment about 120. 
community, located within the 
aries the Canal Zone, within walk- 
ing distance one the largest 
Zone towns. Seen from the beach front, 
Palo Seco has the appearance 
wealthy summer resort tropics. 
The white buildings set amongst the 
coconut palms, the well-trimmed lawns, 
the jungle creeping down close three 
sides and the ever changing colors the 
Pacific Ocean lend the place touch 
beauty that almost beyond descrip- 
tion. What beautiful natural setting 
for carnival! 


Col. and Mrs. Bruce pay homage the 
queen, Col. Bruce the Health Director 
the Canal Zone. 

The carnival Palo Seco Hos- 
pital will living memory for the 
patients there for many moons come. 
The patients stage their carnival annu- 
ally. But this year, for the first time 
the fifty years that the hospital com- 
munity has been located 


throw from Panama City, the queen 
1957 


The queen 


General William Potter, Governor 
the Canal Zone, and Dr. Ezra Hur- 
witz, Medical Superintendent the 
Hospital, and Mrs. Hurwitz, and many 
visitors. patients turned out 
masse, dressed their carnival polleras 
and montunas. Palo Seco’s queen, 
fulia came with her gaily 
garbed court welcome Rosalia 
exchange royal courtesies 
the queens took turns dancing the tam- 
for each other and the assembled 
guests. Then Governor Potter and Dr. 
Hurwitz joined them the native 
band. 


popular demand, another queen, 
the “QUEEN PALO SECO” year 
and year out for nearly thirty years, 
Aida Castro Hurwitz, joined Rosa- 
lia Julia their courts, Dr. Hurwitz 
and the Governor, the platform 
thronees, receive the acclaim due one 
who has been designated “minister 
without portfolio” and “angel earth.” 
was Mrs. Hurwitz who taught the 
tients sew the montunas and polleras 
and even plant into their hearts the 
desire laugh and dance and sing. 


The patients start planning their 
celebration long advance. About two 
months before the carnival 
gins, Dr. Hurwitz appoints 
(committee) patients plan and 
make arrangements for 
The queen elected popular vote 
she selects four maids who, with the 
form her court. On. January 
the white and blue triangular carnival 
flag raised the center the com- 
munity, marking the beginning the 
carnival season. this ceremony, 
the presence the patients and several 


invited 
from Panama City, the queen makes 


the Palo Seco Carnival 
the Panama carnival, Rosalia social- 
ite granddaughter Mrs. Isabel Duarte 
Mendoza, and her court went 
Palo Seco visit the patients. The 
visiting royalty were greeted Major 


and her court 


her speech acceptance and leads with 
the first dance the season, with music 
the patients’ “conjunto” (cornet, ac- 
cordion, base violin, maracas, native 
drums, etc.). Between this time and the 
Saturday before Lent the queen gives 
several dances and least one egg nog 
party. 

This year’s Palo Seco queen, Julia 
lias seven sons one daughter and one 
garndaughter, but she still young 
handsome woman with inate 
regal bearing. With dark hair 
back into Madonna bun her large 
eyes sparkled she surveyed her do- 
main, when interviewed 
from the Panama City STAR HER- 
ALD, “Spanglish” Fat Tuesday. 

The coronation Queen Julia 
took place Saturday, March She 
was attended her maids and the 
junta and four pages, three little girls 
and one 9-year boy. The youngsters 
looked solemnly Carmen the 
1956 queen, placed the jeweled silver 
crown upon the proud head 
who wore white lace coronation gown 
with rose colored mantel with cathe- 
dral train spread gracefully from the 
throne. 

The patients danced every night dur- 
ing the four days carnival, until day- 
break Ash Wednesday, Panamani- 
custom. dawn they went the 
hill dancing and carrying their musical 
instruments, lingering the 
fore the home Dr. and Mrs. Hur- 
witz, and while they danced, the Hur- 
witzes threw coins them, old 
Spanish custom. Dr. and Mrs. Hurwitz 
joined the patients. Mrs. Hurwitz wear- 
ing her montuna, accompanied them 
the mess hall where hot coffee was 
served. The patients continue dance 
until just before the sound the 
church bells when they symbolically 
“buried the fish”, terminating the fest- 
ivities. Then they all attended mass, 
coming out with cross ashes 
their foreheads. 
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newspaper story about Carville re- 
cent months had wide coverage the 
Associated Press story under the by-line 
Stanley Meisler, datelined Carville, 
27, 1957. must have put this story its 
trunk line because got clippings 
from papers from one end the country 
the other, from Maine California literally, 
and various versions the story were still 
appearing late March Each news- 
paper, customary, wrote its own head- 
line. Samples: “Thread Conflict Shows 
Life Pattern Morning Advocate 
Baton Rouge, La.; “Doctors, Patients Split 
Most Issues Leprosarium,” Press, Riv- 
erside, Calif.; “The Leper Doesn’t Want 
Pity,” Journal and Sentinel, 
C.; “Tiny Germ Holds Leprosy Secret,” 
Telegram, Portland, Maine; ‘300 Federai 
Leprosarium,” Statesman, Salem, Oregon; 
“Experts Question Need for Leprosarium,” 
Call, Allentown, Pa.; “Lepers Blame Mis- 
information for Their Democrat 
Chronicle, Rochester, Y.; 
Filled Unanswerable Queries,” Virgin- 
ian Pilot, Norfolk, Va. 

Mr. Meisler’s opening sentence gave 
clue what one might expect from the 
story. was what known the trade 
arrest attention, “The patient, his hands 
melted away leprosy, laughed, ‘No, don’t 
take picture,’ said, ‘I’ll break the cam- 
era’.” This statement, “striking” 
may be, far from the truth. just 
the same old bunk about hands and feet 
dropping off and does not form fact. 
discussed the facts about bone absorption 
this same department our last 
issue and have intention going into 
again. Dr. Cochrane has 
this medical aspect his 
letter (see Mailbag). 

Further the story, Mr. Meisler said, 
“Many have lost fingers, hands forearms 
the disease dissolved their This 
gross and and sensational exaggeration, 
Some have lost fingertips but very few, 
probably more than four five have 
lost fingers, and this was from absorption 
injury. They did not dissolve melt 
away like incicle the sun —it was 
slow and very gradual process. patient 
has lost hand and there only one 
the place with forearm and lost 
accident before ever came Car- 
ville. 

The story reported that the patients’ pat- 
tle “not against germ but against pub- 
lic attitude that pictures leprosy terrify- 
ing and unclean.” Our battle against both 
the germ and the public attitude, and 
doubt the story helped Correct 
lic attitude. The tone the story, though 
good spots, was generally despondent. 

Meisler said that Public Health Service 
feel that “leprosy communica- 
ble disease that demands isolation.” That 
rather sweeping statement and does 
not hold water, view the policies the 
PHS which have been effect for some 
time. leprosy “demanded” isolation 
that extent, there would vacations, 


Passing 


review news dispatches and stories about Hansen’s disease and related 
subjects, published the daily press, popular magazines, and other 
with notes and comments from the editor’s desk. 


medical discharges discharge which 
permits the patient leave Carville and 
continue his treatment under private phy- 
sician, provided the patient can meet certain 
out-patient clinics, and 
back the Dark Ages. There are proba- 
bly few doctors the PHS who subscribe 
such extreme ideas, can think only 
two but are not going call names. 
Further, there type the disease, tu- 
berculoid, which PHS doctors, line with 
experts this disease all over the world, 
prefer treat out-patient clinics, rather 
them, much isolate 
them. 

Mr. Meisler stressed controversial points 
disease and differences 
opinion between doctors and patients, and 
true there are some. For that matter, 
there are many differing viewpoints amony 
the doctors themselves; fact, there are 
almost as Many viewpoints as there are 
viewers. not only THE STAR that says 
Hansen’s disease “feebly communicable.” 
Many recognized medical authorities the 
disease say so, some using the term 
ly,” others “slightly,” 
and three Carville’s former MOCs sub- 
scribe the concept that “probably the 
least communicable communicable 
disease.” Dr. Johansen, duty 
Carville for almost thirty years, and the 
late Dr. McCoy, PHS leprolo- 
are the opinion that outside 
the endemic States (Louisiana, Texas 
and Florida), Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts, that from 
public health standpoint, can con- 
sidered practically non-communicable 

think Mr. Meisler was bent giving 
realistic presentation, and tried 
fair, but apparently journalese got the upper 
hand. wound his story with Dr. John- 
wick’s plea for public full facts rather 
than pity,” and that add hearty 
Amen. 

Mr. Meisler came Carville gather in- 
formation for his story. With two other 
men was here December for few 
hours, his first and only visit. They were 
THE STAR office for about five minutes, 
popped and popped out. asked Meisler 
not use the odious word designate the 
patient and his credit did not. 

The story again points the 
need for the PHS make available mate- 
rial the modern concepts Hansen’s dis- 
ease, leprosy, they will must. This 
material could given the press in- 
terested laymen when they come Carville 
collect information, not tell them 
what write but guide and help them 
they will not give out misinformation, 
the wrong conclusions. 

* * 


27, 1957, reported, “Police, the coroner’s 
office and the Territorial Board Health 
are investigating the death 28-year 
old woman afflicted with Hansen’s disease 
for some ten years who had been confined 
private residence and not under medical 
care.” The Bulletin published the 
name and address and the name her 
mother with whom she lived. “The mother 
told investigators her daughter had been 
attended Christian Science practitioner 
recently and ‘seemed The 
patient had once been under treatment 
an.“herb doctor.” 

According our information, similar 
story appeared the Honolulu Advertizer 
and Honolulu radio stations broadcast 
news item. 

patient the Hale Mohalu settle- 
ment near Honolulu addressed letter 
the Speaker the House Representatives 
the Territorial Legislature strongly pro- 
testing the publicity which declared 
unnecessarily stigmatized the family. 

The Territorial Board Health, through 
its Division Hansen’s Disease. carries 


splendid program public enlighten- 
ment and they offer fine facilities and mod- 
ern treatment. unfortunate for case 
nowadays untreated, but the 
thing has happened continental U.S. 
Only few months ago Public Health 
nurse Texas found woman dying her 
under the most distressing conditions. 
The woman had left Carville some years 
before, unofficially, but rather than se- 
parated from her family, she preferred 
die. There something wrong somewhere 
system policy which prevents even 
one patient from voluntarily seeking treat- 
ment when there are drugs available which 
will arrest the disease. 


are deeply indebted THE PRACTI- 
TIONER, extremely influential monthly 
medical periodical published Great Brit- 
ain, for editorial appearing the Decem- 
ber 1956 number. The editorial stated, “To 
the laymen probably word has more un- 
pleasant connotations than ‘leprosy.’ tends 
imply everything that unpleasant and 
repulsive.” The Editorial was even more 
vigorous its comments the word “lep- 
all are agreed about that, be- 
the unfortunate connotations, pat- 
ients with leprosy should never referred 
‘lepers.’” (Mission lepers London, 
New Zealand Leper Trust Board and all 
other organizations which continue use 
the odious word their titles, please note 
well.) 

The editorial quoted from Dr. Coch- 
rane’s paper Biblical leprosy and from 
THE STAR, and advocated reasonable, 
viewpoint with regard 
Hansen’s disease. 

PRACTITIONER and there consultant 
editor the United States. understand 
this journal has wide circulation, not only 
Britain but also this country. 
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the article entitled “Leprosy Germ Still 
Eludes Test Tubes Scientists,” Staniey 
Meisler from the Times-Picayune (New Or- 
leans). not only inaccurate and unin- 
formative but lacks the essentials good 
literature and rhetoric. There much 
those features that warrant speCial criticism. 

The statements made the opening para- 
graph are repugnant and insult every 
patient Carville. The U.S.P.H.S. does not 
feel that all patients with leprosy should 
isolated. Armauer Hansen discovered his 
December 1873 and not 1847. 
now called the mycobacterium leprae (not 
mycrobacterium). has been cultured. had 
conference last December with Dr. Robert 
Cochrane London, and now doing 
animal work with the cultured organism. 

The statement that one staff member 
(Carville) has contracted the disease mis- 
leading. inception infection rare 
after years age, quite probable 
that this staff member contracted the dis- 
ease prior employment the hospital. 
have had such cases New York from 
Puerto Rico and elsewhere. 

the article the author deprecates the 
use sulfones. One can arrest leprosy just 
well one can arrest tuberculosis 
means the sulfones. 

agree with Dr. Johnwick that nothing 
gained changing the name lep- 
rosy. However, has been called 
disease ever since Hansen read his first 
paper 1874. you know, many doubted 
that his organism had anything with 
leprosy. 

Frank Combes, M.D. 
New York, N.Y. 


Doctor Combes, one New York’s leading 
dermatologists head the Department 
Dermotology NYU and Bellevue. has 
longed had special interest Hansen’s 
disease and has been subscriber and 
regular reader THE STAR for many 
years. 

The article which Doctor Combes did not 
like, and didn’t either the story 
about Carville discussed Press Passing 
(page 14). The flat statement made Doc- 
tor Combes that mycobacterium leprae “has 
been cultured” sure questioned. 
assume refers work done Doctor 
Elinor Alexander Jackson. understand 
Dr. Jackson’s claim having cultured the 
Hansen’s bacillus has not 
neither has been disproved, far 
know. —Ed. 


* * 


add the gentle and beautifully 
expressed rebuke made the Editor the 
STAR Dr. Robert Cochrane’s use the 
word leprosy, and his objection substitut- 
ing the truly descriptive terms, Hansen’s 
Disease Hansenosis, for the word leprosy, 
which describes nor defines nothing. 

Hansen’s Disease Hansenosis used 
honor the man Hansen, who discovered 
acid fast mycobacterium associated with, 
and usually present the those 
who suffer from Hansenosis. evidence 
that this organism the cause 
the syndrome known Hansen’s Disease 
has ever been produced. 
single instance skin” contact 
infection has ever been produced. How can 
then, within reason, called infectious 
disease, even compared with the known 
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infectivity poliomyelitis, when 
know that ninety per cent the population 
carry anti-polio antibodies their blood? 
Fortunately though, poliomyelitis, there 
fundamental immunological mechanism 
which protects all but few from the clini- 
cal syndrome paralysis. 

quite possible that the term leprosy 
has been used “catch all” diagnosis for 
any type undetermined chronic derma- 
titis eczema, well true Hansenosis 
since Biblical times. Through usage 
and ignorant superstition, the 
rosy has also been associated with the idea 
sin and filth the individual who suf- 
fers from actual Hansenosis. For the same 
reasons, leprosy popularly supposed 
disease highly infectious nature. 
one has ever been proved have acquired 
the disease after intimate and long contin- 
ued contacts all types, that constitutes 
proof that not infectious disease 
all. 

Though comparatively safe as- 
sume that the Hansen bacillus 
uting factor the Hansen disease syndrome, 
not exactly correct declare that or- 
ganism such well known low grade in- 
fectivity responsible for the syndrome 
pathogenic organism, which Most past and 
present day researchers have failed 
pletely prove. Perhaps the contributing 
fuctor the Hansen bacillus can eventually 
discovered, but not present-day orth- 
odox methods research. 

Many who suffer from the Hansen dis- 
ease syndrome suffer almost equally when 
referred lepers. not like hurt 
the feelings anyone injure any 
can avoid it. Let’s call Hansen’s Disease 
Hansenosis. 

L.P. Gay, M.D. 
Jefferson City, Missouri 


Dr. Gay allergiest. His theories about 
the cause and treatment are com- 
pletely off the beaten track, and some his 
statements will doubt considered fan- 
tastic the old guard, and maybe they are, 
but imagination and willingness break 
with precedent are speeding today’s medica! 
research unparalled heights other dis- 
eases. Why not HD? date the ortho- 
dox line resarch consistently followed, 
certainly has not produced much concrete 


received copy the STAR, (Jan. 
Feb. 1957), which you have kindly re- 
produced the address which had the privi- 
lege giving friends, the patients. 

also was interested reading your 
editorial note with reference the differ- 
ence opinion have concerning the use 
the word ‘leprosy’ and not ‘Hansen’s 
disease’. certainly have intention 
labouring this matter but there are one 
two points which would like draw 
your attention. 

entirely agree with you: wish could 
find another word other ‘leprosy’ for 
the disease now known that name. 
regret, however, your return your pes- 
simistic attitude that implied your 
statement ‘we have given the hope 
changing the implications the words ‘lep- 
rosy’ and ‘leper’. have not given 
for quite convinced that can drop 
the word ‘leper’ and, you aptly said 
the interview had the privilege having 
with you your office, can ‘disinfect 


the word, leprosy’. 

You state your editorial ‘granted, Han- 
sen never had the disease, but neither did 
Buerger, Bright, and Addison and host 
other scientists’, would like you 
recall actual said that not 
use the term ‘Hansen’s disease’ because 
never had the disease, and never 
described the disease, the clinical entity 
which goes under his name. Leprosy was 
known the world long before Hansen ever 
thought working it. Danielson, his 
father-in-law, was probably great, not 
greater, leprologist, but did not have the 
good fortune discover the bacillus which 
caused leprosy. One can quite accurately 
describe leprosy ‘an infection with Han- 
sen’s bacillus’ call ‘Hansen’s infection’. 

You also, defense the word ‘Hansen’s 
disease’, mention that said address 
that when necessary not use the 
word ‘leprosy’. tried point out 
address that the process temporary ex- 
pedient because the process education 
has conducted carefully. For instance, 
when patient says ‘what have 
doctor?” and blurt out ‘you have leprosy’, 
neither kind nor tactful, any more than 
would blurt out patient who was 
frightened cancer and say ‘you have can- 
cer’. therefore, introduce remarks with 
reference the disease which the pa- 
tient suffers, the following terms: “You 
have disease which caused organ- 
ism discovered Norweigian scientist 
called Hansen and, therefore, you have Han- 
sen’s infection. Then say that this 
disease which perfectly innocent but, 
unfortunately, has reputation which does 
not deserve among the general public. 
disease which has quite wrongly been 
with group Old Testament con- 
ditions which went under the term ‘lep- 
rosy.” Then spend few minutes talking to, 
the patient about leprosy and what really 
is. 

want make quite plain that 
don’t use the words ‘Hansen’s infection’ 
order camouflage the true name the 
disease. use ‘Hansen’s infection’ order 
introduce the word ‘leprosy’ more 
tactful and gentle manner. 

you know, leprosy was described 
some the earlier writers ‘elephantiasis 
graecorum’ and the word ‘lepra’ was used 
for group scaling conditions and all 
probability referred psoriasis. Elephan- 
tiasis graecorum is, however, almost 
clumsy word any one could think of, 
and does not give any better sense respect- 
ability! assure you, however, that do- 
ing best try and see whether more 
acceptable word than ‘Hansen’s disease’ 
given describe what Know lep- 
rosy. any case, find another name, 
have still got disinfect the minds the 
and personally, doubt whether that 
disinfecting process any more 
whether call that disease ‘leprosy’ 
any other name. 

There are one two other points the 
issues THE STAR, which were most in- 
teresting, that should like raise. think 
mentioned that the Purviances were 
hosts when was Kano, and quite 
sure that their more intimate connection 
with leprosy has changed their view-point 
the whole the disease. They are 
certainly institution where there 
that the staff has the right attitude 


(cont’d page 16) 
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Maii Bag (cont’d from page 15) 


towards the disease, and the Purviances 
wrote the article before they really got 
know very much about the infection. There 
one point, however, which should like 
raise with reference your remarks con- 
cerning the bony changes leprosy pro- 
ducing the characteristic deformities un- 
treated cases. 

Paul Brand, and also sure, Dr. Rior- 
would emphasise that ali deformity 
leprosy preventable, and this statement 
largely holds good quite apart from any spec- 
ific therapy. All deformity due two fact- 
ors. Firstly, anaesthesia. This results in- 
juries and burns which are not felt and 
consequence unless patients are carefully in- 
structed how take care their hands 
and feet, injury results, and the injury 
that produces the deformity and loss bone 
and not the leprosy. Secondly, leproma- 
tous leprosy, particularly during reaction, 
the end the bones the finger tends 
get soft. this time the finger injured 
crushed, then the bone collapses and 
even splinter and thus the finger becomes 
shortened and mis-shapened. during the 
period reaction the fingers are put 
proper splint, then deformity De- 
anaesthesia and changes the bone 
the period reaction. these two factors 
are understood, then deformity should not 
eccur. 

This letter brings every good wish you 
and the whole THE STAR staff, and 
all friends. 

Robert Cochrane, 
London, England 


M.D. 


Dr. Cochrane did not ask publish 
his letter, but neither did say was not 
published, and since is, for the most 
part, rebuttal our Editor’s Note his 
“Challenge Leprosy,” (STAR January- 
February 1957), only fair pub- 
lish the letter. 

are not far apart our views 
were. Although Dr. Cochrane still ob- 
jects the term disease, 
heartening that recognizes the need 
find new name for the disease now known 
leprosy and trying find term 
which would acceptable the medical 
profession. Except that the term Hansen’s 
disease has already gained considerable ac- 
ceptance, there are probably other terms 
which would scientifically more accurate 
and descriptive, and not cumbersome, and 
some one should come with suggested 
name which would fit the bill, the doc- 
tors will give some really serious thought 
this matter. have often said, “Words 
labels,” and this disease should have 
name which mitigate the stigma and not 
the traditional name lepresy 

oes. 


not think are pessimistic about 
this matter, are realistic. The implica- 
tions the word “leprosy” are too deepiy 
entrenched the language change, main- 
due Biblical associations e.g. “leprosy 
represent sin, the leper-the 
etc.-Rev. Walter Harty, Christian Taber- 
nacle Church, Pittsburgh (from sermon re- 
ported the Pittsburgh, Pa. Sun Telegraph, 
Jan. 19, 1957). The two words, leprosy and 
leper are inseparable, and use seems 
inconsistent embrace the parent scien- 
tific and label its progeny stigmatic. 

must challenge Dr. Cochrane’s refer- 
ence leprosy being the “true name” 
the disease. his own admission, not. 
the established name the disease, 
yes, the historical name, but “true name” 
not, unless change Mr. Webster’s def- 
finition the word “true” conformable 
the fact, correct; not erroneous, inaccu- 
rate the like.” Medical historians are 
practically unanimous pointing out that 
leprosy erroneous term for the disease 
known by-that name today. were truly 
the name, all our hullabaloo about abolishing 
its medical application based 
euphemistic grounds only, reason enough 
itself, but this not the case. 

realize, Dr. Cochrane says, that 
there would difficulties public accept- 
ance new name, but there com- 
plete and final break with the term “lep- 
rosy” and the doctors make determined 
efort explain the public why this break, 


can done. has been done tubercu- 
losis, formerly called consumption, and 
medical literature is. full 
are longer used designate the same 
diseases today. 

the point which Dr. Cochrane raises 
concerning “bone changes” leprosy, this 
strictly medical matter and would 
not presume discuss with authori- 
tative opinion. The reference “bone 
changes” Press-Passing (STAR, 
ary-February 1957) was based 
tion given specialist Hansen’s 
disease. Any time get into the 
end this problem, rely medicai 
opinions, and there are many different ones. 
Dr. Cochrane’s description deformities 
bone changes interesting and, 
world’s top men this field, and would 
remiss did not add that pa- 
tients here and everywhere have better 
friend than Dr. Cochrane. —Ed. 


* * 


Thank you for your letter concerning the 
quote allegedly made recent talk 
Dayton, Ohio. 

indeed sorry that the Dayton News 
took the statement out context and there- 
fore gave false impression 
The plea was for objective and realistic 
evaluation illness, among which are 
alcholism, Narcotic Addiction and others. 
thought there had been improvement 
the attitudes towards most these 
illnesses and that this reflected finding 
more cures, and also creating more 
healthy emotional atmosphere for the pat- 
ient, favoring recovery. 

Certainly would inconsistent make 
plea for one illiness and condemn another. 
Moralistic attitudes are unfair and not 
help either society the patients. All 
could reflect all illness and misfortune: 
but “For the grace God, there goes me.” 

Again, thanks for your concern, and also 
informative magazine, THE STAR. 

Good Luck you—. 

Walter Adams, M.D. 
Chicago 


Dr. Adams, psychiatrist, and expert 
narcotics, directs State narcotics school 
Chicago and professor the University 
Chicago Medical School. co-author 
the book COLOR AND HUMAN 
TURE, published the American Youth 
Commission the Rockefeller Foundation. 

Under the heading, “Don’t Look Drug 
Addict Leper, Unit Told Here,” 
Dayton, Ohio, NEWS, January 30, 1957, re- 
ported address Dr. Adams before 
the Citizens Commission Narcotics. The 
NEWS attributed this statement Dr. 
Adams, “We approach the narcotic addict 
today used approach persons with 
leprosy and the don’t touch him, 
lock him up.” 

While Dr. Adams’ statement doubt 
historically correct, felt that shouid 
brought date Hansen’s disease, 
wrote him letter and sent him some 
copies THE STAR. His reply most 
courteous and understanding. —Ed. 


* * * 


have been thinking for long time 
the great loss time and energy which 
could be better used somewhere more profi- 
table the ever recurring question—wheth- 
not the leprosy the Biblical times 
Was the same know our time. 

Some have gone far say that 
the skin without proving anything. But 
the Bible have the proof that was al- 
ways bringing death those affected. 

also very likely the ostracism 
those affected was because special Curse 
God. India the way holds the same no- 
tion about the lepers those the Biblical 
time. 

May allowed since nothing has been 
proved, give own opinion the mat- 
ter; know that the Biblical time diseases 
epilepsy, paralysis, etc., were the saMe 
those today why should the leprosy 
exception? 


Mrs. Tual 


Prince George 
British Columbia, Canada 


have little desire continue un- 
profitable discussion any subject but 
cannot refrain from reply Mrs. Tual. 
Just where the Bible recorded 
anyone died leprosy? those specifcally 
named being afflicted, namely Miriam, 
Gehazi, and King Uzziah, one recovered after 
prayer was offered, Miriam; the fate 
Gehazi not specifically told but 
significant that Kings 8:4-6, 
mentioned still being the “servant the 
man God” and conversing with the King 
Israel. The third, King Uzziah did not die 
immediately, nor recorded how long 
lived after being smitten with the disease, 
Chron. 26:21). The case Moses not 
counted because his case differs from the 
others, (Exodus 4:6-7). 


diseases such epilepsy, paralysis, 
etc. mentioned the Bible are not specified 
name. recognize them because the 
accuracy with which they are described. 
the case leprosy, the exact opposite 
true. The description the Bible does 
not fit the symptoms found Hansen’s 
Disease. Dr. Robert Cochrane’s article, Bib- 
licai Leprosy—A Suggestet 
THE STAR (June 1956, reprints re- 
auest), excellent reading this 


The fact that people India hold such 
attitude toward leprosy, and Mrs. Tuai 
should note that other people also, may 
point the fact that fear the disease 
primitive taboos and ignorance- 
most diseases are feared uniformed peop- 
le-and should not held educated 
and enlightened folk. Would she hold that 
because many pagan beliefs are 
those taught the Bible that this proves 
the truth Biblical doctrine? 


are not sufficiently conversant with 
matters biblical discuss this controver- 
sial question but addition Dr. Coch- 
rane’s paper have other scholarly treat- 
ise available “The Leprosy the 
and its Medical Aspects,” and “The Leprosy 
the Bible and its Religious Aspects.” 


have also discussed this person, and 
correspondence, with several people who 
are authorities the subject. —Ed. 


* * * 


few years ago was Miami, Florida 
and heard the Protestant minister from Car- 
ville give talk the Christian Church 
that city. sent for some literature the 
work being done Carville. have also 
the book MIRACLE CARVILLE. 

When was asked prepare program 
for the Long Point Illinois Home Bureau, 
thought why not tell the women about the 
wonderful work being done Carville. 
one knew about the hospital Carville and 
very little about leprosy, except what they 
had read the Bible about the unclean 
beggars. 

Thank you much for copies THE 
STAR. hope that may get visit Car- 
ville some time. 

Zura Lamp 
Evergreen Farm 
Long Point, Illinois 


* * * 


have taken THE STAR ever since visit- 
ing your hospital several years ago. 
using items from several the issues 
lessons for the prayer group for which 
some time leader, the First Methodist 
Church, 

Mrs. Forrest Flynn 
Toledo, Ohio 
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Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath Hansen’s dis- 
has semantic basis only, the word leprosy has been used for many dif- 
diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, Gramberg, 
MacArthur, etc.). Reprints some these are available from THE STAR. 

International medical experts agree that any scheme for the control 
“leprosy” will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
and change terminology would contribute saner public view 


point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would 
ficially change the name the 


world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
standpoint might considered practically non-com- 
municable disease. This statement supported recommen- 
dations the American Public Health Association (Control 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are “official” with U.S, Public Health Service. 


‘The hospital Carville was founded sixty-one years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing staff 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

General visitors, with the exception those are 
admitted for guided tours the hospital A.M., 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc, With but one possible exception native this 
endemic not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 

* * * # 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 


daily intimate contact with patients for over years with. 
contracting the disease. 


P.M. Visitors are not required take any special precautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
lor periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable all 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * * 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 

PROBLEM Once that determined, the 


year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * * 


not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handiers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., 
N.J., N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., anil 


N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* 


man woman may remain perfect heal:n 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More than half 
the patients now Carville could sit 
social 
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tragic that the words lepra and leprosy should ever have been at- 
the disease now know those names, for with the names 
have gone all the Biblical misconceptions contagiousness and fear that 


harass victims the disease today. 


Harry Arnold, Jr. M.D., F.A.C.P. 

Department Dermatology, Straub Clinic 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

(From Dr. Arnold’s book, Modern Concepts Lep- 
rosy, published Charles Thomas, Springfield, 
Illinois) 


HOW YOU CAN HELP 


Correct your friends when they talk about “lepers” pass misinforma- 
tion about Hansen’s disease. 


wo 


Tactfully correct such expressions “unclean leper.” This not true. 

Tactfully correct any statement that connects Hansen’s disease with moral 
promiscuity. There medical connection all. 

Write courteous letter any writer, editor radio television station 


that uses such cliches “unclean shunned had 
rosy” and the like. Protest this insult human dignity and cliche 
based out-dated ideas. 


Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana 


Name 
Address 
Zone State 
$1.00 per year stamps please. 


Note Kindly make checks-and money orders payable THE 


Mail to: STAR, Point Clair Br. P.O., Carville, La. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION 


occupational therapy for interested patients. 

social service for needy patients. 
Published bimonthly patients the U.S. Public Health 
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